
- . o  

0022262 

k&EP:CCJ 

. Weather Protection for Pondcrete 

A. E. Whireman. AArea Manaser, RFAO 

On September 21, 1988, the Rocky Flats k e a  Office (RF.40) sent Rockwell International 
(Rockwell) a lerrer which asked for 3 management plan for pondate  in order to prevent 
further spiils at the 904 pad The RFAO met with RochveU to discuss the various 
opdons. Rockwell responded with a lener dated Ocrober 2, 1985 in which sevenl options 
were presented for preventins spillage and runoff of pondcrete. (Copies of these two 
letters are anached). 

The RF.40 a g e E d  that e m i o n  of sprung s u u c m s  would provide the best solution by 
prevenring precipitation !?.om landing on the pondcere, prorecring the mixed waste from 
wind dispersion and proviLiing s coved flooring for prevention of runoff. Rockwell. 
determined that nvelve smcrures would be required in order to protect the pondcrece for the 
three ye- in w h c h  h e  mved waste will be on the two =?halt pads based on the estimated 
rate of reprocessing, reoac.kqing and shipping. The total estimated cost is 93.6 million 
for the 12 suucrures ($300,000 tach.). 

Due to the high cost. this project was not immediately supported However. now 
Roc-hvell is finding high nimces in the B-series ponds as pm of the monitoring program 
for the NPDES permit The primary source of the nimtes is runoff from the 904 and 750 
pads when snow melrs or when it rains; the small berms which were constructed around 
the pads leak and are !iquently overtopped (Another sourc= of nimtes is the interceptor 
trench kern around rhe solar ponds. Funds have already betn allocated to fix this 
col lec~on trench.) 

The presenc:: of nintes  h a s  been confirmed in samples of soil and runoff water in the 
ditches surrounding the 750 and 904 pads. The rise or' nimte concenmaons in the B- 
series ponds has beex mcked by the Environment and Health division of Rocbel l .  If the 
present rising rend continues, nimte conctnmaons ~v i i l  vioiste the iNPDES permit This 
could happen widun the next month. The EPA has alrexly threatened to fine us if another 
violation occxs  @OD violaaons brought considezble interest from the EPA 1st spring 
and sumer.) 

Because or' h i s  iccrcxed risk of violaang the NPDES pernit arid because these types of 
violaaons risk community uprise. due to the R C C Q  Ears discharzes entering drdcng 
water sourc~s, t c l r ~  is a nerd to consider special funding for rhese sprunz s c x u r e s  to 
prevent ?recioitScion from anac!&g che p o n d x z  and :O orevent moff  ,hm the pads. 
M e r  $e poncc?:::P has bern rexoved from the q k n i c  ?As. rhc sprung s m c ~ s  c m  be 
Enoved  ar,d used ,-ise-.wnrrc. The suucues are nor bu2din;s; the teat-!&e mate5ds ax 
coared for protecion a2Unsc ultraviolet ndiaaon. The s m c m s  are rounded and 
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S U ~ P O K ~  With an hoed metal S ~ C N I C .  They arc not air support buildings. Los AImos  
uses these type of tempomy structures for protection of their ndioactivt waste in srmge. 
A picture of th is  temporary structure is attached. 
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'I would like to recommcnd that consideration be given m providing funding for these 
smctures. 
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